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Karaoke Revolution Vol. 2. is the sequel to Karaoke Revolution.  The game was developed by Harmonix and is published by Konami under their Bemani line of games.  In the game you sing karaoke style, that is the music plays and you are the singer.  The game is for the Playstation 2 and you need a USB headset to play the game.  The game does have a vocalist sing in the song.  This helps you match the vocals a lot better when you are singing.  You can turn the vocals down all the way if you only want to hear yourself sing with the music.

Graphics

The game has good graphics for a Playstation 2 game.  They aren’t the best but they are definitely not the worst I’ve seen. The player models of the singers and the band members are fairly detailed.  The stages you sing on are very nicely done and you can see yourself sing along with a guitar player, the drummer, and the keyboard player.  There are a good variety of players and stages in the game.  Overall the graphics in the game are good.

Sound


This is a music game so you would expect it to have good music and sound and that it most surely does.  There are 35 songs in the game.  The song variety is quite diverse there is everything from Elvis Presley, Frank Sinatra, and The Temptations to Stephen Wolf, and Kiss.  There are also more recent bands, including No Doubt, The Darkness, Three Days Grace, Britney Spears, Christina Aguilera, Madonna and Simple Plan.  The vocals for the songs in the game are not from the real artist but rather very good cover singers.  Overall the sound in the game is spectacular.

Controls


The game is rather unique because the main controller is your voice.  The controller is only used for selecting menus and changing options in the game. The menus are easy to navigate.  The game detects the pitch of your voice and how close you are to the original is how well of score you get. There is a triangle that moves along when you sing. You have to match the triangle to the rectangles that are below the notes in the song as they go by and hold the same pitch the best you can for that word.  The game does a decent job of detecting the pitch of your voice.  Sometimes it gets a little off when you try to go from really high to really low.  Overall the controls in the game are not perfect but they are very good.

Game Play/Replay Value


The game has four game modes, Training, Quick Play, Single Play, and Multiplayer Mode.   In Training Mode you learn how to play the game, and sing along to the song We Are Family.  When you sing in the game the words scroll by on the bottom of the screen and there are a couple of meters that measure how good your performance is.  There is the crowd meter that goes from red to glowing green. The other meter is the phrase meter you fill it up by singing a verse well in the song, which is usually between two-three little sections of the song.  For each word of the song there is a rectangle at a height that is the pitch of the word.  The key to the game is to sing the notes at the right pitch for the duration of the bar for that note. There is a little sideways triangle pointing to the left that moves up and down with your voice that helps you get the words at the right pitch.  You also get a running score throughout the song.  Depending on how well you sang the section the meter will give you a score from poor to great and fill up according to that amount.  Also your score will increase depending how well you sang the section.  Greats will give you a lot of points where as getting a poor will give you a very small amount of points.  The phrase meter resets after every section.  You can get combos for continuing to get goods or greats for consecutive sections.  Getting good grades on the sections increases your crowd meter.  If you max out your crowd meter during the song your character and the crowd meter will start glowing and you get a two-time multiplier on the amount of points you get for a phrase.  This allows you to get very high scores.  You have to continue to get greats our your crowd meter will drop and you will loose the hard-earned multiplier.   Singing bad and getting a poor score for the sections of the song will lower your crowd meter.  If the crowd meter reaches the very bottom you get booed of the stage and it’s game over for the song.  If you complete the song you may get a medal depending on how high your score is.  If you get 12,500 points you get a gold, and its 20,000 points for the ever sought after Platinum.

 Quick Play mode as the name suggests is the quickest way to get a game started.  You pick your character or create a new one.  When you start out you can play as a couple characters and you can change their costumes.  You can unlock more costumes and characters by playing Showtime mode, which I’ll describe later.  Next you select your difficulty level, I would recommend Easy for first time players.  The difficulty level ranges from Easy to Expert.  Now you can select your venue you want to sing at.  When you start out you can only sing at the Garage, but you can unlock a lot more venues by playing Showtime mode.  Once you have selected your venue you get to pick your song you want to sing.  You can pick to sing either the full version or short version of the song.  The full version is the entire song where as the short version is just the main part of the song.  


The main game mode where you unlock extra characters, costumes, and songs is ShowTime Mode.  It is a single player mode and is kind of the story mode of the game.  You start out singing in the Garage venue.  There are eight venues in the game.  Each venue has about four songs.   Once you complete a song in a venue you can move onto the next venue.  Each venue looks a little more professional than the last.  Some venues you can sing at are a country bar called The Wagon Wheel, Super Star TV and the last one of them all the Enornmobowl.  The Wagon Wheel is a country bar.  Super Star TV is a stage that looks similar to the American Idol stage.  Enormobowl is a cool looking outdoor stage; there is a blimp that flies overhead with your player’s name on it too.  You can unlock additional items for the game by getting medals on the songs and by completing all of the songs.  The game has a lot of items you can unlock, ranging from movies of the artists performing the songs, to cheats for the game.  

There are two more single player modes.  They are Medley and Karaoke.  Medley is a very interesting and fun spin on the game.  You can pick up to 5 songs to sing and you successively sing parts of each song right after each other.  You can also mix it up and pick random for all the songs, which makes for some interesting mixes of songs.  Try going from Garth Brook’s Friend’s In Low Places to Britney Spears Toxic. The other mode is Karaoke; this is just like traditional karaoke.  There is no scoring system and you can freely sing the song along to the music.  

Now on to the Multiplayer modes, each mode allows up to eight players to play.  Also in each mode you can go up to 5 rounds and up to 5 songs per round.  One player goes at a time and each player uses the same microphone.  There are three multiplayer modes, Medley, Arcade and Karaoke Competition.  Medley mode is just like the single player version of it except with more players.  Arcade Mode is kind of the basic multiplayer mode you pick the number of rounds and number of songs and compete for the highest score.  Karaoke Competition is like the single player Karaoke except each player votes on the other player’s performance.  You can give them a score from 1 through 4.  At the end of the game the player with the highest score wins. Overall this game is a lot of fun both single player and multiplayer.  It has a lot of items to unlock, and good ones too.  The videos you can unlock are entertaining; you get to see the game designers sing in one of them.  There are some cool characters you can unlock too.  I’ll just say one of them is a weird looking guy in a bear suit.  There are a lot of cool cheats to unlock as well.

Conclusion

Karaoke Revolution Vol. 2 is a very fun and addicting game.  Even if you think you are a bad singer it’s still a lot of fun.  I highly recommend this game.

Graphics: 87% 
Sound: 100% 
Control: 90%
Game play/Replay Value: 95%
Overall: 93%
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